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Early involvement of 
volunteers in nature 
research – 19th century, 
various aspects of nature 
research

Arbeiten des Naturforschenden Vereins zu Riga, 19th century



Systematic phenological observations in Latvia – since 1927



Photos from www.la.lv, private archive of Guntis Eniņš

Citizen science and national awakening – 
discovering, measuring/recording and management of 
noble trees in the 1980s



Volunteer monitoring
organised by NCA

• Started in North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve 
in 2005

• 21 sub-programme, simple manuals 
(although the topic was not always simple)

• After 2011 extended to entire Latvia through 
NCA’s regional nature education centres

• No longer very active (various reasons)



Since 2008
Dabasdati.lv 
(Nature Data) –
a portal developed and 
maintained by Latvian 
Fund for Nature and 
Latvian Ornithological 
Society (NGOs)

 Amateurs and 
professionals reporting 
species 

 Specific data for bird 
areas and Breeding 
Bird Atlas

 phenological 
observations

 Help in species 
identification (experts 
+ identification keys)

 Forum
 Articles/news ...







Dabasdati.lv –
Data form for 
phenological 
observations



Attracts large number of enthusiasts, both amateurs and professionals.

Species reports – large amount of data, including threatened species >>> after checking imported into the official state 
information system OZOLS and used for various purposes in biodiversity research and monitoring.
Detailed information of vulnerable species not available for all viewers (to avoid risks).

Possible to download data (except for vulnerable species) >>> easy to use for various research purposes.

Feedback is ensured – help in species identification is ensured by experts of the particular group of organisms. 

Identification keys and instructions – comprehensive and easy to use.

Forum – helps to establish links between users of data platform that goes far beyond only reporting (formation of new groups of 
enthusiasts, learning from each other, help in species identification, etc.).

Calls for reporting certain species may be published here, with high probability to reach large proportion of the target 
audience (volunteers willing to share data).

Links to other interesting sites, e.g. live bird cams. Various articles and news.  

Dabasdati.lv – currently the most popular nature data reporting platform 
(since 2008)



Official state information system OZOLS maintained 
by Nature Conservation Agency
Data from volunteer observations are included after checking
 



Citizen science activities organized
by NCA

Noble (giant) trees, reporting tool



Reported trees Instruction Data form

Checked in 
the field, 
data verified 
and then 
uploaded in 
the state 
information 
system 
OZOLS



Citizen science organized by NCA

Invasive alien species

Currently data on Spanish slug Arion lusitanicus are collected (a special email address for reporting as a 
temporary solution) – double-checked by experts, verified in the field if necessary and further used in 
management.

A special reporting platform for all invasive (black list) species is being developed (simple data forms, photo 
uploading, map). Based on nature data system OZOLS (soon a new, modern portal will be developed).



Identification keys in the website of NCA – used both by volunteers and experts to 
identify and report species (most of reports go to Dabasdati.lv)



Other examples of citizen science
Latvia/Estonia is searching for cowslips Primula veris – an initiative organised by the 
Estonian Fund for Nature in collaboration with the Latvian Fund for Nature (2019, to be 
continued). Distribution of Primula veris, the conservation status and vitality of this species 
– data that will help to understand the environmental processes at broader scale (semi-
natural grassland species, pollinators).



Other examples of citizen science
Sowing seeds of semi-natural grassland species in 
1 m2 (meadow, lawn) – the main audience are 
private landowners and owners of gardens.

Sowing must be followed by simple monitoring of 
the results using a standardized method + photos.

Action organised by Latvian Fund for Nature within 
GRASSLIFE project (2019–…). 

Other initiatives by research institutions – calls to report localities of certain species for specific research 
purposes (e.g. flowering plants in springtime, Valeriana officinalis, etc. (info disseminated via Dabasdati.lv. 
Websites, social media and/or “traditional” media).



The key lessons learned
• Reporting should be as simple as possible
• It is important to have feedback (help must be available when needed, 

help in recognizing unknown/unusual observations, information on how 
the data are further used)

• Manuals must be available (as concise as possible, on the same time 
containing all necessary information)

• Inspiring examples (e.g. application of data submitted, usefulness of the 
data, “dedicated heroes”) help to involve, motivate and support the 
volunteers

• Annual events where the volunteers can meet each other and learn each 
others experience motivate people to involve and, even more importantly, 
to continue



• Thank you for the attention!

• Agnese Priede

• agnese.priede@daba.gov.lv 

mailto:agnese.priede@daba.gov.lv
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